The Greater Blue Mountaing Area con-
sists of 10,300 square {iCometres of
mostly forested Landscape on

a sandgtone plateau 60 to 180 RiCome-
treg inland from central Sydney. The ar-
ea includes vagt expanges of wilderness
and ig equivalent in area to almost one
third of Belgium, or twice the size

of Brunei.

The property, which includes cight pro-
tected areasg in two 6locks separated Gy
a trangportation and urban develop-
ment coridor, is made up of seven out-
standing national parks as well as the
famous Jenolan Caves Karst Conserva-
tion Reserve. These are the Blue Moun-
taing National Park, Wollemi National
Park, Yengo National Park, Nattai Na-
tional Park, Kanangra-Boyd National
Park, Gardens of Stone National

Park and Thirlmere Lakes National
Parg.

The area ig called "Blue Moun-
taing" Gaged on the fact that
when atmospher-

ic temperature rige, the essential
0il of vari-

ousg €ucalyptus species evaporate
s and digperse in the air,

then vigi6le 6lue spectrum of sun
Cightpropagates more than oth-
er colours.Therefore

the reflected Landscape from
mountaing

seems 6luigh Gy human eyes.
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The Geroater Blue Mountaing Area is

a World Heritage Site in the Blue
Mountaing of New South

Wales, Australia. 7t was inscriGed on the
World Heritage List at the 24th Session
of the World Heritage Commiittee, held
in Cairng in 2000.11

This area is one of rugged tablelands,
sheer cliffs, deep, inaccessiGle valleys
and rivers and Cakes teeming with Cife.
The rare plants and animals that live in
this natural place relate an extraordi-
nary story of Australia’s antiquity, its
divergity of Cife.This is the story of the
evolution of Augtralia's

unigue eucalypt vegetation and its asso-

ciated communities, plants and ani-

More than 200 different Rinds of
animals Cive within the rugged gorg-
es and tablelands of the Greater
Blue Mountaing Area.These include
thareatened or rare gpecies of conser-
vation significance, such as the tiger
Guoll, the koala, the yellow-6ellied
gliderand the Long-nosed poto-

100 as well as rare reptiles and am-
phiGians including the green and
golden Gell frog and the Blue
Mountain water sing.

The Cargest predator of the area is
the dingo.These wild dogs hunt

for grey Gangaroos and other prey.

The greater Blue
Mountaing region
hag Geen identified
6y Birdlife Interna-
tional as

an Important Bird
Area (IBA) Gecause
it supports a high
proportion of the
global populations
of the range-

regtrict-
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